
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 
discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 
church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 
characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 9, 2011 
Title:  “The Surprise – The Kinsman-Redeemer” 
Text:  Ruth 2:17-23 
Theme: Because God is always working we are to be awake to His involvement in our 

lives even when our circumstances would seem to be otherwise.  
 
Introduction:  
In our previous study, we looked at the initial encounter between Ruth and Boaz.  It is 
significant and marked by his open affection for her.  His generosity and kindness are simply 
too much to go unnoticed.  After finishing her day’s work, she returns to Naomi, whose 
response is one of shock and surprise.  She cannot believe just how much Ruth gathered and 
begins questioning her as to where and with whom she worked (v. 19).  Naomi utters a 
blessing.  This is no small act when contrasted against her deep bitterness and anguish of soul.  
Ruth did not know Boaz nor did Naomi know with whom Ruth worked.  The answer from 
Ruth was simple and straightforward, and Naomi’s response is one of joyful outburst and 
revived faith (v. 20).  Not only does Naomi note Boaz’s generosity but also his place as a “close 
relative; he is one of our kinsman-redeemers” (v. 20b).  
 
Ruth tells Naomi of his open invitation to stay until they finish harvesting all the grain (v. 21).  
The narrator closes the thought by noting two things: the end of the harvest and Ruth’s 
continued devotion to Naomi. 
 
There are multiple layers to the Story.  Here we are introduced to the idea of “the kinsman-
redeemer.”  What is the kinsman-redeemer?  What is the significance of such a person in light 
of the deaths of Elimelech and his two sons?  Here two ideas intersect: first that of the Jewish 
Levirate Marriage and then that of the kinsman-redeemer.   
 
The Problem: 
A problem we have is that we lose sight of our place in the Story and we begin to believe it is 
all about us.  God uses us to be His hands and feet.  We are His Body.  You and I should and 
must serve the people.  Ruth speaks to this truth. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
1. The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the good hand of God is always working out His 

will in all lives. 
2. The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to look for His hand of grace in everyday events. 
3. The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of seeing His grace in everyday events. 
 
Outline: 
 
I would like to consider the idea for our edification.  Following are two explanations of this 
idea.  Both will enable us to “flesh out” our understanding of this important action. 
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The Goel (Kinsman-Redeemer) 
“Kinsman-redeemer” is the translation of one Hebrew word: goel. “The kinsman” is who 
the man is. He is a relative. The “redeemer” is what the man does. 
http://apps.sebts.edu/president/wp-content/uploads/old%5CResource_246%5CLevirate%20Marriage%20-%20outline.pdf 

 
“The "nearest kinsman" or "kinsman redeemer" is a Goel. The word means to redeem, 
receive or buy back.  
 
Provision was made in the Law of Moses for the poor person who was forced to sell part of 
his property or himself into slavery. His nearest of kin could step in and "buy back" what 
his relative was forced to sell (Leviticus 25:48f). The kinsman redeemer was a rich 
benefactor, or person who frees the debtor by paying the ransom price. "If a fellow 
countryman of yours becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then his nearest 
kinsman is to come and buy back what his relative has sold" (Leviticus 25:25; cf. Ruth 4:4, 
6).  
 
The nearest of kin had the responsibility of redeeming his kinsman's lost opportunities. If a 
person was forced into slavery, his redeemer purchased his freedom. When debt 
threatened to overwhelm him, the kinsman stepped in to redeem his homestead and let the 
family live. If a family member died without an heir the kinsman gave his name by 
marrying the widow and rearing a son to hand down his name (Deuteronomy 25:5; 
Genesis 38:8; Ruth 3-4). When death came at the hands of another man the redeemer acted 
as the avenger of blood and pursued the killer (Numbers 35:12-34; Deuteronomy 19:1-3).” 
 http://www.abideinchrist.com/messages/lev25v25.html 

 
“In Judaism, levirate marriage, known as yibbum (pronounced "yee-boom"), is a marital 
union mandated by the Torah in Deuteronomy 25:5-10, obliging a brother to marry the 
widow of his childless deceased brother. 
 
When brothers live together, and one of them dies childless, the dead man's wife shall not 
be allowed to marry an outsider. Her husband's brother must cohabit with her, making 
her his wife, and thus performing a brother-in-law's duty to her. The first-born son whom 
she bears will then perpetuate the name of the dead brother, so that his name will not be 
obliterated from Israel (Deuteronomy 25:5-6). 
 
Marriage with a brother's widow was normally forbidden among the Jews (Leviticus 18:16; 
10:21), except for the case of yibbum. The advantage to the brother who agreed to marry his 
sister-in-law was that he would be the sole benefactor of his brother's estate instead of 
splitting it with the family. The disadvantage would be that if the levirate union resulted in 
male issue, the child would be named after the deceased brother and considered to be his 
offspring. 
 
“Marriage with a brother's widow is forbidden by the Torah (Leviticus 18:16; 20:21), except 
for the case of yibbum. The surviving brother is given a choice to fulfill the yibbum 
obligation or to perform halizah, though the latter choice is described by the verse 
disfavorably. The brother who agreed to marry his sister-in-law would be the sole 
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benefactor of his brother's estate instead of splitting it with the family. The offspring of the 
levirate union would be seen as a perpetuation of the deceased brother's name. Levirate 
marriage is permissible only when the dead brother had no children at all.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yibbum 

 
Examples of levirate marriage include the marriages of Tamar and Onan the son of Judah 
(Genesis 38:6-10). In this case, Onan was also cursed to death for attempting to avoid 
conception after the marriage was consummated. Another levirate-type marriage in the 
Hebrew Bible was the later union of Tamar with her father-in-law Judah after Judah had 
refused to allow her to marry his youngest son after Onan's death (Gen. 38:8). 
 
The story of Judah and Tamar served to emphasize the importance of levirate marriage in 
the days when the Israelites were still a family kinship group. However, in later times a 
provision was made so that parties might legally opt out of yibbum. In such cases, a 
ceremony known as halizah would be performed, involving a symbolic act of renunciation 
of their right to perform this marriage. Jewish law (halakha) has seen a gradual decline of 
yibbum in favor of halizah, to the point where in most contemporary Jewish communities 
yibbum is strongly discouraged. 
 
A famous instance involving a case analogous to both halizah and yibbum is recounted in 
the Book of Ruth. Here, after the death of her husband, Ruth is rejected by an anonymous 
closer relative, but is accepted by her husband's remaining kinsman, Boaz. In Ruth 4, Boaz 
carefully insures that the closer relative formally waives his right to act as Ruth's redeemer 
before himself claiming the right. This story from the Book of Ruth describes a custom 
involving a wider kinship tie than normal levirate marriage, since neither Boaz nor the 
closer relative were technically subject to the laws of yibbum or halizah under either 
Talmudic law or Deuteronomy.   
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Levirate_Marriage 

 

“A levirate marriage (Hebrew: yibbum) is mandated by Deuteronomy 25:5-6 of the Hebrew 
Bible and obliges a brother to marry the widow of his childless deceased brother, with the 
firstborn child being treated as that of the deceased brother, (see also Genesis 38:8) which 
renders the child the heir of the deceased brother and not the genetic father. There is 
another provision known as halizah (Deuteronomy 25:9-10), which explains that if a man 
refuses to carry out this 'duty' the woman must spit in his face, take one of his shoes, and 
the others in the town must always call him 'the one without a shoe'. While this provision 
implies that a brother may opt-out of Levirate marriage, there is no provision in the Books 
of Moses for the widow to do so. Later authorities in Jewish law (Talmudic period) strongly 
discouraged yibbum in favor of haliza.[citation needed] Because there is a general prohibition on a 
man marrying his brother's wife, (Leviticus 18:16) anytime that a yibbum is not required (for 
example the deceased had a child) it is forbidden.” 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levirate_marriage 

 
Although under no obligation, Boaz freely and willingly takes upon himself the role of 
kinsman-redeemer in order to do for the house of Elimelech what they could never do for 
themselves; his motive . . . love. 
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God always does this surprising work.  He always shows Himself at the most inopportune 
times.  When we least expect it, He is there.  The “funny” thing is He is always there.  He has 
never nor ever will leave us or forsake us.  In the midst of deep bitterness of soul and anguish 
of spirit, God enables and empowers Naomi to rise from the dead and once more birth hope.  
Friend, God is working, and He will show Himself mighty so that His people will never perish 
but have everlasting life. 
 

I. Ruth’s Generosity (2:14, 17, 18) 
 

An ephah of barley - Not less than seven gallons and a half; a good day's work. On Hebrew 
measures of capacity. Clarke's Commentary on the Bible 
 
“An ephah-supposed to contain about a bushel.” 
 
“The amount Ruth carried home was rather impressive for a gleaner, but we are not called 
upon to add to her list of virtues that she was as strong as an ox.  At most, her load would 
have weighted 47.5 pounds.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 104). 

“And gave to her that she had reserved - As Ruth had received a distinct portion at dinner-
time, of which she had more than she could eat, Ruth 2:14; it appears she brought the rest 
home to her mother-in-law, as is here related.” (Clarke's Commentary on the Bible) 

Ruth’s character and integrity have already been noted.  She is persistent in her nobility.  She 
ate to the point of satisfaction, worked hard, and brought even the portion of the meal left over 
for her mother-in-law to enjoy.  Why is such character so unusual and rare?  Friend, we must 
train our children to practice self-restraint, work hard and to think of others.  We will teach 
such truths when we practice such truths.  Again, it is imperative for us to place this in the 
context of the Book of Judges.  Why do we think their time was any different than ours?  We 
are living in deplorable times when people of character must stand forth and be counted. 
 

“One word about Ruth’s character as it has been unfolding in the story.  It is inherent in 
biblical thought generally that a person’s actions and words offer a true picture of the 
person’s character.  Hebrew stories do not have characters with hidden motives and 
concealed agendas, or if they do, the audience is explicitly told about it.  The ancient 
audience would have received Ruth as her words and deeds have portrayed her.”  
(Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 112). 

 
II. Naomi’s Curiosity (2:19) 

 
Naomi desired to hear of Ruth’s good fortune to have achieved so much “success” in securing 
the barley harvest.  She spoke as a true mother who receives their child in the home.   
 

“The living and the dead, in which Naomi thought of herself and Ruth, and of her husband 
and sons, to whom God still showed himself gracious, even after their death, through His 
care for their widows.”  (Keil and Delitzsch Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament) 
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Hope arises within the breast of Naomi.  Remember Naomi’s bitterness in chapter one and 
now we are to note the quickening of hope arising within Naomi.  My friends, God had not 
forgotten His wounded child.   
 

III. God’s Loyalty (v. 20) 
 
Here Naomi uses the covenant word hesed.  It is the word of relationship, of alliance, of 
loyalty, of fidelity.  God is faithful.  He remembers His people. 
 

6 “Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in loving-kindness and truth; 
7 who keeps loving-kindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; 
yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the 
children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations” (Exod. 34:6, 7). 
 
“It is the warmth of loyal love combined with ‘brotherly comradeship and a sense of 
committed and reliable faithfulness.  This is the word very frequently used to describe 
God’s covenanted love-faithfulness to his people.”  (David Atkinson, The Message of Ruth, 
The Bible Speaks Today, 80). 

 
Notice how Ruth is once more identified as the Moabitess.  As a foreigner, she is not to expect 
such an outpouring of grace and kindness, but she is. 
 

“Naomi praises the God who still acts with hesed because Boaz has so acted, and it will be 
the hesed of both Boaz and Ruth which will bring Naomi fulfillment.  We can say that 
persons act as God to one another in our story.  If that be so, how striking it is that Ruth 
falls on her face and bows to the earth – worship language in most instances in the OT – 
before Boaz, and responds to his blessing of her in Yahweh’s name by calling him ‘my 
lord’”.  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 113). 
 
“We must now underline the fact that Naomi sees the gracious hand of God acting through 
the gracious actions of men.  As we saw before, so here, there is no sense that the grace and 
kindness of God over-ride human agency, but rather that it is often through human agency 
that God’s gracious kindness is received.”  (David Atkinson, The Message of Ruth, The Bible 
Speaks Today, 82-83). 

 
IV. Boaz’s Responsibility (2:20-23) 

 
“The important thing to see here is that there is a distinct ingredient of good will, of 
willingness to help, indeed of determination to care for the widow and the destitute, which 
is fundamental to the Ruth story.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 110). 
 
Blessed be he of the Lord ... We may gather from Naomi's allusion to the dead that both her 
husband and son had been faithful servants of Jehovah, the God of Israel. His kindness to 
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the dead consisted in raising up (as Naomi hoped) an heir to perpetuate the name; and, in 
general, in His care for their widows. 
One of our next kinsmen - The word here is לאג ga'al, the redeemer, who had the right: 

(1) of redeeming the inheritance of the person; 
(2) of marrying the widow; 
(3) of avenging the death. (See Leviticus 25:25-31, Leviticus 25:47-55; Deuteronomy 25:5-

10; Deuteronomy 19:1-13.) 
Since these rights belonged to the next of kin, לאג ga'al came to mean the nearest kinsman. 
(Barnes' Notes on the Bible) 

 
“Naomi said unto Ruth, ‘It is good that thou go out with his maidens’ -a prudent 
recommendation to Ruth to accept the generous invitation of Boaz, lest, if she were seen 
straying into other fields, she might not only run the risk of rude treatment, but displease 
him by seeming indifferent to his kind liberality. Moreover, the observant mind of the old 
matron had already discerned, in all Boaz' attentions to Ruth, the germs of a stronger 
affection, which she wished to increase.”  (Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary) 

 
1. Ruth seems to have been a woman of a very amiable mind: she was modest, and she 

was industrious, and most probably a comely woman; and all these things served to 
attract the attention of Boaz, and to engage his affection. Her attachment also to her 
mother-in-law could not fail to secure his esteem. All these things worked together in 
the course of Providence, to bring about a matrimonial connection, which in its issue 
was intimately connected with the salvation of a lost world; for, from this very line, 
Jesus Christ, according to the flesh, sprang; and Ruth showed herself as worthy to be 
one of His progenitors as the Virgin Mary was to be His mother.  

 
2.  We should carefully attend to the leadings and to the workings of God's providence; it 

is our duty and our interest to do both, for the path of duty is ever the way of safety. 
Had not Ruth acted thus, how dreary and uncomfortable must her life have been! but 
she followed God fully, and in a path apparently dangerous, and yet, not only sustained 
no injury, but succeeded well in all things: from this, as well as from innumerable other 
circumstances, we see the truth of that word, Acknowledge him in all thy ways, and he 
will direct thy steps; and with this we may ever connect, Trust in the Lord with thy 
whole heart, and lean not to thy own understanding. Whosoever follows God in 
simplicity of heart, will most assuredly be guided into all truth. (Clarke's Commentary on 
the Bible) 

 
Do not begrudge the small routines of life.  Those things we deem duties and drudgery, God 
sees as submission and sacred. 
 
Our story ends with a summarizing statement.  The story ends with Ruth living with Naomi.   
 

“The Ruth story is basically about extraordinary caring and concern, kindness that is above 
and beyond the call of duty.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 110). 
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The entire story moves us closer to fulfillment; but it is only a shadow, and as such it speaks to 
something more, something grandeur, something that is truly breath-taking.  God 
condescended.  He stooped to save reached sinners. 
 

“Karl Barth somewhere suggests that the inner meaning and purpose of our creation as 
human beings in the divine image is to express ‘covenant fidelity’ in our relationships with 
him and others, and that the inner meaning and purpose of the whole created order is to be 
the external framework for and condition of the possibility of keeping covenant.  Our lives 
and our relationships are intended to mirror God’s life and God’s relationships.  The ethical 
question for Christians always comes to its focus in this question: how, in this situation and 
this context, am I – are we – to give expression to the character of God and his covenant of 
grace?”  (David Atkinson, The Message of Ruth, The Bible Speaks Today, 83, 84). 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

“We have found in these chapters how the faith of Naomi, and of Boaz and Ruth, has 
illustrated for us something of the grace of God: the grace of providence seen in God’s 
over-ruling care of the ordinary and everyday events of life within the context of his 
gracious and loving purpose; the possibilities of grace through suffering, even when the 
outlook is bleak, and the hand of God is very hard to discern; the grace of provision, even 
in the mundane matters of ‘daily bread’.” (David Atkinson, The Message of Ruth, The Bible 
Speaks Today, 84). 

 
“GODISNOWHERE” 
 

1. Be generous and thoughtful toward those who appear in need. 
2. Be expectant as to the provision of God. 
3. Ask God to turn your disappointment into joy. 
4. How do we as a people and as a community minister to those who are in need?  Each of 

us must seek to answer this question for ourselves and then for the church at large. 


